
 

 

 

 

A GLOBAL MOVEMENT BY & FOR SURVIVORS OF 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT 

 

Amplifying the voice of survivors of sexual violence in conflicts on their path to  

healing and lasting peace 

Current situation 

In conflicts around the world, women and girls, but also men and boys, face devastating 

consequences from brutal sexual violence, often used as a weapon of war. It is with 

tremendous courage and resilience that survivors try to rebuild their lives. Yet, as they have 

little access to means of expression, and their voices are often actively silenced, their stories 

often remain forgotten and are excluded from history books. Survivors have very little 

influence on the programmes designed to support them. Their participation in global 

advocacy against sexual violence in conflict is largely lacking. 

A survivor-driven network 

In response to this lack of inclusion, survivors from around the world have voiced their 

interest in connecting with other survivors in order to share their stories, learn from one 

another, and amplify their voices. Our aim is to facilitate these connections. By providing the 

necessary mechanisms and resources, we hope to encourage a survivor-led global 

movement of support for victims of conflict-based sexual violence. In the hopes of beginning 

this process, the Mukwege Foundation will host a 3-4 day retreat in Geneva where 20-30 

survivors from different conflict affected countries will participate in a discussion about how 

connecting with each other might serve their immediate and long-term needs. 

Benefits of facilitating survivor connections? 

In response to dialogues and testimonies of survivors around the world, we would like to 

support the independence of survivors to fight for their rights, themselves. By facilitating 

transnational survivor connections, a global movement can emerge, with the following 

expected benefits: 

 

Solidarity & Dialogue: Survivors can connect with each other through sharing stories and 

supporting others, interactions that are extremely important to the healing process. For 

example, those who are currently facing conflict and human rights violations can connect 

with and learn from those who have been through similar experiences in the past. 

 

Collective Memory: By expressing, documenting and sharing experiences, those involved 

can contribute to the creation of a collective memory. This type of documentation is known to 

be vital to survivors in dealing with the past, but is also essential the prevention of similar 

atrocities in the future. 

 

 



 

 

Active participation in humanitarian programming: Survivor voices can and should 

inform programming decisions in conflict-affected settings. If survivors feel empowered, we 

may see them come together to voice their opinion/position on issues concerning their lives. 

The Mukwege Foundation, or other channels, could provide funding for programmes 

designed by and for survivors. Furthermore, we expect that survivors could utilise a 

mechanism through which they could voice their needs to humanitarian agencies and 

governments, reversing the tendency of these institutions to decide what is best for them. 

 

Breaking the silence: These survivor connections could be useful in providing survivors 

with a means by which to express themselves and make their voices heard, which in turn 

may help break the silence around sexual violence and eliminate the stigma that survivors 

face.  

 

Advocacy: The interactions of survivors may also impact policy, as survivor groups may 

also advocate within communities or appeal to governments. Examples include advocacy to 

impact peace negotiations or lobbying for a mechanism to enforce state responsibility in 

preventing and stopping sexual violence.  

 

As a first step… 

We would like to invite survivors from various conflict-affected countries to a retreat in 

Geneva. In the past, proposals to help connect individuals have emerged in discussions with 

survivors and survivor groups. These proposals include ideas such as an online forum, 

seminars, exchange visits and a fund for survivor groups to encourage survivor expression 

in its many forms, such as written testimonies, video, photography, music, and art. During 

the retreat, we would like to look at such proposals in further detail, and consider other 

options. 

More specifically, we will focus on the following questions: (1) Is there a need to amplify 

survivors’ voices and messages? (2) Is there a need for survivors to connect with each 

other? (3) How can these interactions be facilitated? 

 

Practical information 

The retreat will occur over three days and will take place in Geneva, Switzerland. All costs 

will be covered (flight, hotel and meals). The specific dates are TBD, but the seminar is 

expected to take place within the first two weeks of June 2017. 


